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Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) 

Contact Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm 
Interurban Campus: Liz Ashton Campus Centre 2nd floor 

Lansdowne Campus:  Alan Batey Library & Learning Commons, 1st floor 
accessible@camosun.ca  | www.camosun.ca/cal 

 

CAL welcomes students with disabilities who will seek future academic 
accommodation and related services at Camosun College.  This document is for you 
and your supporters (parents, gus (9(s)0.5 ( )

high

-school teams supporting students 
with disabilities) in your transition to the 
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Key information about this topic can be found at the following  
PDF download QR code.  We encourage you to read and it share with parents, students, colleagues, 
etc. 

 

What can I do to support my student in preparing to register with CAL?  
 

Many students coming to CAL have had formal psycho-educational or other medical testing but do not know where their 
medical documents are.  You can assist if those are held by the school in providing them electronically (pdf scan) to your 
student so they can share them with CAL in the intaking process.  Documents that are done in high school vs. middle or 
elementary school are typically more accurate representations of the student’s functioning due to expected 
developmental changes. Since college students are treated as adults including their right to control and submit their 
own information, CAL wishes to have the student provide their own medical. 

 

What about a Student’s IEP? 
 

An IEP describes special education programming and/or services used by a student in K-12 education and identifies 
learning expectations and adaptations or accommodations.  As IEPs may be developed for a student who has not been 
formally identified, CAL can advise students where they might make arrangements to obtain the necessary 
documentation from a qualified professional (e.g., physician, psychologist, other medical specialist, etc.) when 
appropriate.   
 

Does CAL pay the cost to obtain or update medical documentation?  
 

CAL does not pay the cost but there may be some support from the Student Society to assist with low-cost medical 
documentation where there is a financial barrier or the student may qualify for a government grant to have a psycho-
educational assessment updated if the student can show financial need through the BC government Student Aid system.  

How do students register with CAL? 
 

Students complete an online pre-intake application form and submit their documentation for review 
and, upon approval, meet with a CAL Instructor.  This link provides really important info and 
instructions about the online pre-intake form and the type and standard of medical required 
including downloadable forms where helpful. (https://camosun.ca/services/academic-
supports/accessible-learning/new-students) 
 
Students are asked to upload their medical documentation directly in the online pre-intake form as a 
pdf document so a CAL Instructor can review and our staff can proceed to move the student’s 
registration with CAL forward.  
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When should students register with CAL? 
 

It’s best for students to register with CAL after their application to study at the college has been approved and they have 
been given a college student number.  Prospective students who are not in college classes who are seeking 
appointments with CAL are advised that there may be a wait time as staff may be serving students who are in current, 
active academic programming.   

*Students with complex accommodation needs (e.g., sign language interpreting,  students with no vision, etc.) are 
encouraged to reach out to CAL as soon as possible even at the point of when considering applying to the college.  

Are tutors provided and are there $ options to cover the costs?  
 

There are a variety of government-provided funding supports to students with disabilities and some 
cover the cost of independent service providers such as tutors.  Each type of funding program has 
eligibility requirements and many of those are based on first qualifying for provincial Student Aid 
(financially).  CAL provides information including video content on the various funding options and 
the types of supports for which a funding application can be made: 
https://camosun.ca/services/academic-supports/accessible-learning/funding-centre-accessible-
learning 
When a student attends an intake meeting they can discuss funding with a CAL Instructor. 

 

 

Is tutoring an academic accommodation? 
 

Tutoring is an academic success service, not an access (I.e., accommodation) service.  For information 
about the difference between these, please see the info about each type of service provider on this 
site: 
https://camosun.libguides.com/AccessAndAcademicSuccessServices/LearnerAutonomy 
  

 

Will course instructors provide a script or copies of notes to students on each day’s lecture or lesson? 
 

In post-secondary, teaching instructors rarely have a copy of notes to share with students.  In many cases, instructors 
are editing and updating what they will teach each day until the start of the class and some classes are taught out of the 
content of the emerging discussion so there is no pre-defined script or lesson plan.   

The expectation in post-secondary is that students be able to take their own notes.  Students looking for extra supports 
by having permission to audio record notes or to receive a supplemental copy of notes from a peer in the class should 
discuss with their CAL Instructor.   Many instructors make use of our online learning platform (D2L) where some course 
materials exist for students to review in addition to textbooks, course packs, 
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to discuss the course, your progress, etc.  If you want to connect with your instructor, you need to plan ahead –not only 
to make sure your availability matches, but plan specific questions you wish to ask.  

Testing is infrequent and comprehensive. 
 

In high school, you may have had testing or assignments covering small amounts of material and your teacher might 
have told you what to study for.  In college, these may be more infrequent and may be cumulative, covering large 
amounts of material. You need to organize lots of material to prepare for the test. Your instructor may only give you 
broad ideas about what to study. A course may only have 2-3 tests in a semester.  

The dates of tests and exams are not flexible/movable. 
 

In high school you may have written tests and exams on dates different from when your class wrote.  In high school, 
your IEP might indicate that you write a maximum of one exam per week.  

In post-secondary test and exam dates are typically not flexible, 
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Digital expectations. 
 

In high school, your teacher may have accepted assignments in a variety of ways. In college, you will be expected to 
submit assignments digitally through online course software called D2L or in some cases by email.  There are deadlines 
and marks penalties for submitting late.  Instructors won’t accept the excuse you don’t know how to or that your 
computer doesn’t work.    

A new kind of teacher.  
 

In high school, you generally see the same teachers day in and day out. You’re in a small class of about 30 and you have 
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You are expected to read, save, and consult the course syllabus (outline); the syllabus spells out what is expected of you, 
when it is due, and how you will be graded. * You have to independently keep track of your progress to date and tasks to 
complete. * Your instructor can provide more info for you if you ask but they won’t guide/plan your work. 

Some examples of activities that you will be expected to carry out during your own time are: 
 

• Reading the lecture notes and making sure you understand them 
• Studying textbooks / course packs/ lab or shop manuals / course D2L site structure and content 
• Wider reading to learn context and get clear about how your courses fit into the broader discipline of study 
• Working on exercises and coursework assignments  
• Completing online activities including online assignments and course posts, and contributing to 
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https://www.mystudentp.myst3a

	CAL welcomes students with disabilities who will seek future academic accommodation and related services at Camosun College.  This document is for you and your supporters (parents, guardians, high-school teams supporting students with disabilities) in...
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